

Leadership occurs everywhere and everyday in our lives.  Each of us needs this life skill in all facets of life; it sustains growth.  Despite the hour of the morning, please come with a good attitude, a willingness to learn and a desire to practice leadership strategies with your freshmen, as well as your friends and family.  
You have the opportunity to consider your own lifestyle, values, and personality.  We will ask you to do a great deal of reflection about yourself as an individual and a leader.  Though this class is directly connected to LINK Crew, we know the experiences and lessons learned can positively influence your daily life.  

· Grading:
Students will be graded in five areas: 
· Attendance and participation (only 1 absence, excused or unexcused!) 
· Quality freshmen contact  (at least eighteen hours by December 3rd) 
· Projects, presentations and compositions (three required; to be explained below) 
· Service projects (3; these may include other LINK leaders and your freshmen) 
· Your final exam (comprehensive, given on December 10th)  
We will discuss contact time in class, but realize that it is half of your entire grade; you must have 18 contact hours before the end of the semester.  We will check every three-four weeks, so stay on top of this assignment.  It is most important because this contact is your purpose in LINK Crew.  Remember, you are directly influencing others’ lives.  Frequently check Infinite Campus to gauge your point progression in class.  
Though we most value the time you spend with freshmen, we also expect that you’ll attend LINK-sponsored events, whether any freshmen attend or not.  
Additionally, we want to see what you learn in this class, so there will be three large assignments at the conclusion of each unit.  You are required to complete each of the following assignments, but you may determine when.  For example, one leader may choose to write an essay for September, while her partner may decide to do the presentation in September and the essay in October.  
Each reflection must demonstrate what you, as a leader, have taken away from the month’s focus and how you’ve applied what you learned or discussed in class.  We want to know how you’ve grown as a leader and an individual based upon the reading and activities we’ve done in class.  Think about life as a student, LINK leader, child, sibling, friend, etc.  Give specific examples from class and your life to demonstrate your thinking.  Be engaging, entertaining, sincere, and articulate.  Think critically; remember, you only have three physical assignments in this category.  Plan ahead; make notes over all that we do, and get started early.

· Assignment Choices
· Reflective Essay: two-three pages, double-spaced.  Introduction, conclusion, body paragraphs.
· Technological Demonstration: photostory, wikispace, or movie.  
· Artistic Creation: a poem, a song, a painting, a collage of pictures you’ve taken, a dance. 

	Month’s Focus
	Due Date

	September: Servitude and Empathy 
	September 24th 

	October: Integrity
	October 22nd 

	November and December: Persistence 
	Thursday, November 19th 



With each of these, turn in work that you feel proud of and have invested your time and self into. The final decisions you make are your choice, not ours.  We expect typed, spell-checked, properly headed assignments.  You must use proper sentence structure, correct grammar, and well-supported reasoning.  Remember, most of us are Language Arts teachers, and we know Mr. Hawthorne expects the same type of writing in his classes.  Plus, we have taught many of you how to write; don’t disappoint us.    
You will present your best assignment to your small group at the conclusion of our semester.  



· Attendance:
We ask you to be in class, on time, with all materials.  Because this class only meets once a week, regular attendance is vital to your success.  Just because this is just a two-credit class does not mean that it is a cake-walk. Make sure you make time to learn something from this class and value what you are doing.  Budget your other classes along with this one.  Take it seriously.  
You are only allowed one absence per semester—excused or otherwise.  Your attendance will influence your grade, so please adhere to this policy.  If there is an emergency or unexpected occurrence, please see a sponsor outside of class.  
It is YOUR responsibility to make up and get any missed work.  We expect that you’ll use the online calendar to prepare for class, whether you are there or not.  If you are not in class, you still must have your homework completed for the next week; see a sponsor by Tuesday of the next week  if you are confused.  Absences must be excused to allow for completed work or quiz/test makeup. 

· Assignments:
Turn in all work ON TIME.  We do not accept late work.   If you are having trouble with an assignment or personal issues, please let us  know before our class period, via email or in the office.  We will help you.

· Tardies:
Please be on time to class; be in your seat, ready to go, by 6:30 a.m.  You will stand in the back of the forum for the entire class if you late.  

· From the Sponsors: 
Only you have the power to take control of what lies ahead for you.  You either do or don’t.  All that we ask is that you try and make all you do the best it can be.  Remember the contract you signed, but more importantly, remember that you are a role model in this school; everyone (freshmen, staff, friends, etc.) looks up to you or looks to you for the best teenage behavior.  Do not put yourself or the program in jeopardy by making choices we will ALL regret!  We all face temptation, so please turn to someone positive to help you. “We’ll be there for you/(When the rain starts to pour)/We'll be there for you/(Like we've been there before)/We'll be there for you/('Cause you're there for me too)” (Friends theme song)…
Never be afraid to ask questions; don’t be afraid of all the possibilities that lie before you and know that you are capable of anything you desire if you want it enough.  But with that comes responsibility and hard work, as cliché as it may sound.  


















If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader
~John Quincy Adams.  

Be the leaders we know you are.  

