Arapahoe High School PTO Minutes

September 9, 2009
Attendees

Ron Booth, Principal
Kelly Perez, President

Steve Haskins, Treasurer

Melanie Cheney, Secretary 

Jan Lewallen, Post Graduate Center

Linda Haefliger, Historian

Nancy Lindsey, Circle of Concern

Beverly Bunker, New Families
Diane McClymonds, Hospitality

Janice Foley, VIPS
Jane Staller, LPS Scholarships
Andrea Nelson
Carrie Warren-Gully

D.D. Walsh

Meeting called to order by Kelly Perez at 7:05 AM.
Introductions made
Guest: Joan Hitchens, AHS Art Department

· Thanked the PTO for being a sponsor of Art Attack.  This year will be the 6th year.

· Art Attack is an art competition open to any students in the school.  There are 12 categories with a best of show in each.  Mr. Booth, Mr. Murphy (LPS superintendent) and five LPS board members all select favorites as additional winners.  Winners receive cash awards of $25.  

· Students look forward to Art Attack.  It runs in the spring during the spring musical and other spring concerts.  Approx 500 students participated last year.

· Costs are: awards - $475; ribbons - $86.95; certificates and envelopes: $45; matt board to frame entries: $300; total cost: $906.95
· Open to suggestions for changes.  Have tried refreshments and determined it was not needed.

· Linda requested name of someone to contact for pictures to include in the scrapbook.

Guest: Beth Best, LPS Foundation Executive Director
· New to position.  Is an LPS parent.

· Foundation wanting to help fund large projects within the district.  Past projects included making all buildings wireless; donating $75,000 to an inspired writing program which places laptops in all language arts classes of 4th, 5th and 6th graders.

· 1st fundraiser is The Littleton Stride – Saturday, Nov 7.  

· Focus to be on families.  Having a 5K Run and a 1K Walk/Run.  

· Cost: $25 adults/$15 under 17 and over 60/ $70 family of 4; $5 for 1K walk/run.

· Encouraging schools to be involved – prize for school with greatest support.

· Katie Abner is leading Arapahoe participation.  Parents should encourage other clubs and organizations to be involved.

· Go to www.active.com  to sign up (search for Littleton Stride).

· Mr. Booth encouraged early advertizing; flyers will be distributed at cross country meets.

Secretary – Melanie Cheney

· Passed around sign up for refreshments for PTO meetings for the 2009/10 school year
· Requested new website administrator.  Anyone interested to contact Melanie

Treasurer – Steve Haskins

· Distributed final profit/loss statement for 2008/2009.  Funds remaining from last year: $2565.30.  $2500 transferred to this year’s budget.  $65.30 moved to buffer account.

· After Prom budget was $28,445.  The final budget shows a deficit of $913.  A $1000 donation from Best Buy was planned for but did not come in during last year.  It is expected to come in and will be included in this year’s After Prom budget to cover the deficit.

· Beverly Bunker and Jane Staller are to review the 08/09 books before the next meeting

· 2009/2010 budget discussed

· Donations down this year: $10,759 compared to $12,130 last year.  Carry over will help this year. We need to look for ways to encourage donations.  Information on what funds are used for should be included in the newsletters.  After Prom receives separate donations.  Their numbers are also down: $11,161 compared to $12,480.  They do receive additional funds from ticket sales and corporate donations.
· The Special Projects category was divided this year to separate out teacher grants and other projects.  Teacher Grants should be moved into the “Grants and Allocations” category.
· LPS Scholarships returned to $350 as in past years.  We did give $500 last year.

· Decided to increase Art Attack to $500

· Decided to increase LPS Foundation to $75 – this is used to pay for a basket for their fall fundraiser; Steve will follow up to see if Mary Gottlieb received money for her purchases for last year’s basket.

· Steve will bring expense forms to distribute next meeting.  They are also available on the PTO website.

Historian – Linda Haefliger

· Presented scrapbook for 2008/2009 school year.  Includes articles, announcements and pictures from school year.  

· Pictures are chosen from pictures collected by Mr. Anderson for the school yearbook.  
Kelly Perez

· Handed out “Norms” for meeting procedures to be reviewed
· Reported on PPC (PTO President’s Committee) – Carrie Warren-Gully is the chairperson this year.

· Mr. Murphy attended; reported enrollment in the district is up

· Bob Colwell, LPS Board President is the liaison between the PPC and the Board; budget numbers are to come soon

· PPC Treasurer discussed “conflict of interest” form – it is okay to use family or friends in business dealings as long as they follow the correct process and the system is not abused; it is our responsibility to report suspected abuses 

· Kelly distributed the deadlines for submissions to the school newsletter.  Three newsletters will be online only this year to reduce costs.
· Website

· Agendas for PTO meetings to be posted prior to meetings

· Minutes for PTO meetings to be posted following board approval

· Proposed budget to be posted for one month; approved budget will also be posted

· A sign up was distributed for the committee to plan and distribute Teacher Grants.  They will meet to determine application period, application deadlines and awards distribution.  Mr. Booth always reviews the applications first to see where the school can assist.  All items received through grants belong to the school and not the teacher.

· Reminded board we are still in need of a president-elect. 

Post Graduate Center – Jan Lewallen

· Good volunteers work at the post grad center.  They are trained and then work one on one with students who come in for assistance.  Students complete an interest survey and then are directed to what schools best match their interests.

· Junior appointments to begin Sep 21.  They are assigned alphabetically with time available for re-scheduling where needed.  Last year approx 85% of juniors came in. 

· Already have seen 125-150 seniors who are getting college applications ready

· Sep 15 will begin college visits.  College reps meet with groups of students to give a presentation and answer questions.  Busiest week is Oct 5-9 and is followed Oct 10, 10AM-2pm, by a large college fair held at Cherry Creek High school.  Juniors are encouraged to attend this event.  See school website for schedule of colleges (www.arapahoe.littletonpublicschools.net, select “For Parents” tab, select “Naviance Family Connection”, enter as a “guest”, select “visit schedule”)
VIPS – Janice Foley

· Distributed sign up for summer hours.  
· Volunteer numbers are up – approx 350.  Still processing lists and will distribute them when finished.  Asked Mr. Booth to let teachers know she will coordinate volunteers when needed.
After Prom – Kelly encouraged parents to consider being involved in this great activity
Circle of Concern – Nancy Lindsey

· Circle of Concern began in 1966 with a group of parents in Denver concerned about drug and alcohol use.  Today there are chapters in other states as well.
· Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month.  Arapahoe will host the meeting on Oct. 8 at 8PM in the theater. Hospitality will provide refreshments.  Meetings are open to the public.
· Mr. Booth handed out “A Parents’ Guide to Substance Abuse Prevention” published by the Circle of Concern Consortium.  

Hospitality – Diane McClymonds

· Hospitality provides food to the staff throughout the year for special dates and parent teacher conferences.  Large group of volunteers help make these events successful.
· This month they will provide a “breakfast” with fruit and items from Starbucks and Einstein Bagels.

LPS Joint PTO Scholarships – Jane Staller

· LPS has provided scholarships for 52 years.  Funds are donated by schools in LPS. Teachers apply for small grants to assist in additional training, including master’s degrees.  Arapahoe teachers are often recipients.
New Families – Beverly Bunker

· Receives lists of families new to Arapahoe and calls to welcome them and answer any questions they might have.

· Will also make follow-up calls to families who moved in last year.
.  
Principals report – Ron Booth

· 2153 students currently enrolled; staffed at 2150

· New staff members are very good; some young, some experienced – all impressive.  Mr. Booth evaluates each new teacher during the three year probation period.  Mentors are provided for first year teachers and for second year teachers.

· Homecoming week this week.  Arapahoe hosts traditional homecoming activities.  Staff gets into it and encourages the students to also be involved.

· PSAT

· Arapahoe has 6 National Merit finalists this year, one of them is in the top 20 students in the state.  PSAT is important to show quality of a high school’s program.  
· National testing days are Wed, Oct 14 and Sat, Oct 17. Arapahoe students will take it on Oct. 14. School will be delayed until 11AM so students may take the test uninterrupted.  
· Sophomores are encouraged to take it as well.  Their scores are not considered for National Merit status.  A student may retake the test as a junior. 
· The cost is $20 but the school offers scholarships for any student who needs it.
· Oct 28 is a Parent College night: 7PM in theater.  Parents come to learn about the selection and application process as well as financial options.
· Arapahoe is following district recommendations with regards to the “Swine Flu”.  Hand sanitizer is kept many places throughout the school.  Door knobs and tables are sanitized as well.  When students show flu symptoms their parents are called to come pick them up.
· Teachers were allowed to choose to broadcast President Obama’s speech to their classes.  Students not wishing to participate were excused from class.  The speech was broadcast at lunch for students who missed it during classes and wished to see it.  A taped copy is available for teachers to use at a later date as well.

· A third campus security person was hired this year to ensure the safety of the students and staff.

No additional business

Meeting adjourned at 8:44 AM
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