Arapahoe High School PTO Minutes

November 11, 2008
Attendees

Ron Booth, Principal
Kelly Perez, President

Steve Haskins, Treasurer

Melanie Cheney, Secretary 

Jan Lewallen, Post Grad Center


Linda Haefliger, Historian

Diane McClymonds, Hospitality

Janice Foley, VIPS
Carolyn Sutton, After Prom
Nancy Lindsey, Circle of Concern


Charlene Witchard

D. D. Walsh

Linda Stipke

Carrie Warren-Gully

Barb Hunt
Meeting called to order by Kelly Perez at 7 AM.
Barb Brunt, District VIPS Coordinator
· VIPS means “Volunteers In Public Schools”
· Talked about the Senior Citizen Tax Rebate Program.  This is a tax rebate on Arapahoe County property taxes for senior citizens who volunteer in the school district. 

· Expressed thanks to Janice for her service as our VIPS coordinator and to parents for volunteering.

· Reports given for volunteer service are not reported by school but by district.  Discouraged comparing VIPS numbers since many factors affect the numbers of volunteers in each school. 

· Mr. Booth recommended Barb present at a Principals meeting.

· Barb welcomes input from parents.  She may be reached through LPS website under “Board of Education” and “Get Involved”

Linda Aprea – Representing AHS “Toys for Tots” drive

· Each year Arapahoe students donate toys to give to elementary students attending a low income DPS Elementary school.  Students wrap the gifts and deliver them, along with hats and gloves, to the elementary school.  Goal is to collect 1000 toys.  Toys are also sent to children of families serviced by Indian Health and Family Services
· Requests PTO consider donating wrapping supplies.

· Wrapping party scheduled for Dec 7 at 2:30pm in the Cafeteria. Parents may help.  Contact the attendance office if you would like to attend.
Secretary – Melanie Cheney

· No corrections to minutes.  Motion to accept minutes as presented made by Jan Lewallen.  Motion seconded by Linda Haefliger.  Approved unanimously.
Kelly Perez

· PPC Report

· Discussed the budget; board will present a report at their Dec 10 meeting

· Go to “Budget Matters” on the district website for more information about the budget

· With the projected deficit cuts are unavoidable.  

· Question rose regarding closing middle school.  Not likely as it would fill the remaining schools to 100% capacity.

· LPS Foundation hosted the Littleton Stride last Saturday.  Many AHS students volunteered.  All three high school cheer groups worked together to cheer participants on.  Approx 800 runners participated.  Mr. Booth suggested adding a carnival with next year’s stride to give families something to do.  It could bring in more profits as well.
· Teacher Grant applications were received and reviewed.  
· Mr. Booth offered to cover two applications.  The remaining applicants received all or some of their requested funds.  
· A list of teachers and the amount awarded was distributed.  

· Large checks and balloons will be presented to the teachers Wed. Nov 18.  Carrie Warren-Gully offered to cover the cost of printing large checks.  Information about the grants will appear in the school newsletter.
· Recommended we contact the VIPS photographer to take pictures of our presentations.  Contact person Diane Leiker.  Might also come for Toys for Tots gift wrapping.

Treasurer – Steve Haskins

· Current budget distributed.

· Received money from parent memberships this month.

· Paid accounting fee for last school year.  

· Used hospitality funds for food served at Parent Teacher Conferences.

· Savings account interest rate reduced and Well’s Fargo will no longer waive the minimum balance fee.  Recommends we look into other banks.  Kelly will do some comparisons.  Diane will get information from First Bank.

· Diane McClymonds made a motion to use $100 to purchase gift wrapping supplies for the Toys for Tots drive.  Janice Foley seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

VIPS – Janice Foley

· Football not responding to volunteer requests.

· Requested board members please use email to send numbers to Janice.

· PTO Meeting hours are not automatically included in the reporting.  Board members are to include that in their individual reports.

After Prom – Carolyn Sutton

· Need some additional chairs for After Prom areas.  Please send recommendations to Carolyn.
· Do have a lot of volunteers, but people are leery of taking the chair position.

· Story book theme: entrance will be a large open book.  Students walk through pages to enter.

· Parent donations are down this year but our vendors have not raised their prices.
Post Graduate Center – Jan Lewallen

· Busy with seniors submitting college applications.

· Volunteers are doing a great job assisting students.
Hospitality – Diane McClymonds and Dana Calkins
· Provided food for Parent Teacher conferences.

· For Thanksgiving will give pumpkin breads to staff.

· For Christmas we will distribute plates of cookies.

Linda Haefliger – Historian 

· Currently collecting articles and pictures for the scrapbook.

Nancy Lindsey – Circle of Concern

· Next meeting tomorrow at Lakewood High school.

Principals report – Ron Booth

· Enrollment at 2130.
· Veterans Day
· Veterans will come to speak to the students.  Many wars represented, including a WWII vet who was at Iwo Jima when the flag was raised.

· Flag hung in center of cafeteria.  Screens in cafeteria show various materials relating to Veteran’s day.
· Senior will read the Gettysburg Address

· A family donated funds to purchase five smart boards and other technology items for Maura Moritz.  They came recently to tour the see the areas where their donated items are being used. 
· New teachers are being observed.  Mr. Booth will “non-renew” average teachers.

· $5300 was donated by Noodles and Company to the school; it will be used for math technology

· “Down in the Valley” being presented as a dinner theater.  

· Jazz concert this week.

· Girls Volleyball won regionals for the first time ever.  Will play Friday at 8AM at the Colliseum.

· Two students signed baseball scholarships today.

· Mr. Booth shared insights gained through single gender classes offered at Arapahoe.  Participating teachers are reading “Boys Should Be Boys” and meet before school to discuss their experiences.  Insights are then shared at faculty meetings.  Insights learned in single gender classes can benefit students in all classes.

No Additional business

Meeting adjourned
1

