Personal Learning Networks

Throughout history, humans have always created our own learning networks. When we needed to know how to do something, we sought out the expert in that field and they shared their knowledge. For example, hunters knew who to talk to about the latest in hunting techniques. Farmers knew who to talk to regarding the latest in agricultural technology practices. (And students could talk to their brilliant teachers!) Now we have the Internet to access more information about whatever we need to know. However, now there is not necessarily a need anymore to find “the” expert in a field of study. Instead, we need to create our own network of experts, our own Personal Learning Network.
What is a Personal Learning Network? It is a collection of resources that you can go to when you want to learn something. This includes family and friends, teachers, and people in the local community. It can also include non-human resources, such as books, journals and other forms of media. In the 21st century, there’s also an extensive electronic network of resources that you can – and should – include in your network. This includes resources on the Internet such as webpages, podcast, and the electronic databases that AHS subscribes to. But it also includes human resources that are available to you via the Internet, your own personal collection of “experts” on various topics from all over the world. One way to build that collection of experts is via RSS Feeds, which allows you to subscribe to their content and have it delivered to you in your RSS Aggregator (e.g., Google Reader). Every time they produce new content, it automatically gets delivered to you, allowing you to tap their knowledge and wisdom from afar. It helps you to develop your own understanding of the world, to participate in the conversations that are going on, and to have a say in the world in which we live. For this class, the RSS portion of your Personal Learning Network will have four parts to it: Read, Think/React/Reflect, Present and Repeat.
Read:
During the first six weeks, I am going to give you three categories in which you can read from various feeds that you will choose to subscribe to. You will put them into the following categories:
· Education: 2 cents worth, The Fischbowl, Weblogg-ed,  Gary Stager, Dan Maas; 
· Local News: Denver Post Feeds, 
· World News: BBC Feeds, Global Village Online Feeds, Nata Village Blog
After the first 6 weeks, I am going to allow you to add two more categories. You will still read from the first three, but we will add these two categories:

· School Blogs: our own class blog (smith91011.blogspot.com) plus other class blogs at AHS
· Special Interest: what matters to you
Think/React/Reflect:

Besides reading these feeds at school and at home, there are some other requirements to creating and maintaining your Personal Learning Network. You will need to blog at least two entries per week in your own personal blog. What are you going to blog about?  

· What matters from what you are reading? Think big question we are focusing on all semester. Think text to self connections.
· How does it connect to what we are doing in class? Think text to text connections.
· How it relates to our world around us? Think text to world connections.
You need to make sure you are answering these questions in your personal blog entries. See below “Personal Learning Network Writing Expectations and Suggestions” for suggestions and examples.
Present:

One benefit of a Personal Learning Network is that people are able to hear what you have to say; in fact, they WANT to know your opinion. During the semester, you are required to formally present TWICE about your personal learning network and react to each others’ presentations on the presenter’s personal blog. Our presentations will take place every Friday. We will sign up for these presentations at the beginning of the semester.  Requirements of your presentations are:
· Stand in the front of the class with your blog projected on the screen behind you
· Present your blog entries
· Talk about what you are reading, what matters from it, how does it connect to what we are doing in class, and how does it relate to the world around us?

· Presentation must be organized- Use an organizational strategy to keep your presentation on track without reading from notes or the screen. 
· Make eye contact with audience
· Must be creative and interesting
· End with a big thinking questioning that you pose to your audience

· Time 2-3 minutes

· You are not allowed to miss on your assigned presentation day!

· Stand up straight

· No fidgeting: keep arms and hands in good speaker positions

· Practice, Practice, Practice- why? Because we are going to podcast your presentation for the world to hear.  
Repeat:

We will be doing this all semester long, repeating this process every week. I am asking you to reflect at least twice a week in your own personal blog, reflect on the presenter’s blog after their presentation as well as challenging yourself to think about the world and creating personal connections to it.
I hope that by the end of the semester you will have learned more than you ever thought possible. Remember, if you don’t participate in the conversations around you, you have no right to complain about the decisions.

Personal Learning Network Writing Expectations and Suggestions

As we journey through the world of personal learning networks, there are some ideas I want you to think about to produce a more reflective and thoughtful blog response.  I think you are all headed in the right direction, but I do want you to challenge your thoughts, beliefs, values, and perceptions about yourself and the world in which you live.  

Remember to ponder about how you interpret the world around you, and how you see your place in it.  I want you to CHALLENGE YOURSELF.  Don’t settle.  You will amaze yourself of what you can achieve just by pushing yourself and improving.  The question of what matters is truly one where relevancy, connectedness and questioning all come together to make you a stronger thinker and producer of information.  It will provide you with greater creativity, stronger clarity and give you a sense that your voice DOES MATTER!  If you want to change the world, you can.  But you better interact with it and become passionate about what is going on.  Only then can you make a difference.  See this as an opportunity to get in touch with your own inner voice and allow us to challenge each another.  Improve your skills, but more so, start establishing a greater knowledge base.  You all have something to say and it does matter what you think.  Don’t just take things at face value.  Make it interesting for you.  Challenge those standard tenets of life, question, wonder, explore, inquire, and make the best of your learning.

When reflecting upon your blog:

Ask yourself-

· What matters to me about this topic/issue/controversy/event, etc.?  What is relevant to me?

· How can I personally connect to this?  Are there text-to-self connections? 

· How can I relate this to the world around me?  

· Has it changed my thinking?  How?  

· Does it make me wonder or ask questions that I am curious about?

· What passages, quotes, facts, statistics, etc. strike me?  Why?  What is intriguing or fascinating?  

· Is there anything that challenges my own belief system or previous background knowledge I may have had prior to reading this?

· Why should other people care?

· Am I thinking “outside the box?”

· Am I stepping outside of my comfort zone and really engaging myself into the conversations?

· Can I reference other text to enrich my position?

· Is there anything I can relate to what we are doing in this class?

How we can I better my writing skills:

As writing is a constant work in progress and you will make mistakes, I want you to start establishing some good habits when you write in your personal blogs.  Note:

· Proofread your work!  Edit.  Take pride in your responses. Feel good about what you create

· Put article titles in quotation marks

· Capitalization in title names

· Underline newspaper names

· Make sure you use correct punctuation

· Paraphrase or put exact references from the article in quotation marks

· Make sure to reveal the specific source-create a link to article

· Watch spelling, apostrophes, capitalization (especially with personal pronouns-i.e. “I” not “i”)

· Elaborate your thoughts further-explain more

· Go beyond one paragraph responses

· Reveal your own personal voice (personality) in your writing

· Summary/examples should be integrated into responses-don’t just summarize, I want to know what YOU THINK-THIS IS ALL ABOUT YOU!

· Don’t write in your everyday vernacular-using like, slang words, acronyms, etc.

· Fluency-read your blogs out loud-you are more apt to catch fragments and run-ons

· Be honest. Interject your opinions.

· Know the difference between a blog vs. an article

· Know people’s names-

*Hyperlink the original article in your personal blog

Here is a sample entry to follow:
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from eduardop2013 by eduardop2013 

The article "Soccer coach sentenced in sex assault" in the Denver post matters because a former soccer coach, Delbert Stiewert is accused of sexually assaulting a 14 year old girl who trained with him. At the time, he was giving private sessions to a girl from a soccer club called Rush. While training her, he told her that he was suicidal and she was the only person who knew about that, which made the girl fear that his death would be her fault. Stiewert was acting awkwardly by sending her texts saying he loved her and became very controlling of her social life. According to authorities, he convinced her to have sex with him and kept threatening her that he would commit suicide giving the girl no choice. The world has become an unsafe place especially with sexual predators finding ways to capture and manipulate children. People can not trust strangers especially because they can harm their loved ones if they spend time with them privately. Children have all been educated to ignore strangers and always tell parents about the problems they confront throughout their lives. How could the girl keep on practicing with Stiewert when it showed that he was a predator? Will parents be more careful on who to trust? This is related to many stories of students having a sexual relationship with their teacher's because of the feelings a person has for one another and how they take advantage. In conclusion, it is very important for parents to get to know private coaches in order to gain his trust, so he does not harm their kid.

