August 26, 2009
Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome to my classroom! This past year, while pursuing a Masters degree of Educational Technology at Pepperdine University, I implemented an exciting, year-long research project designed to improve my skills as a teacher and ensure student learning.  Through this program, I focused on my process of assessing and grading student learning. 
The purpose of my instructional strategy was to move my students beyond turning in unacceptable work (D quality) and instead focusing on various techniques that assured all my students submit A, B, or C quality work.   My goal was for my students' work and their grades to be accurate measurements of authentic learning and understanding and for students to be more aware of how to monitor and increase their own learning.
Assessment and grading policies are a normal part of teaching, and therefore, I would like to continue my work from last year by eliminating the D in my classroom.  All of my students will be involved in this process as part of their work in my classroom. I am inviting you to join me in this effort.  As a veteran classroom teacher, I know that no parent wants their child to fail or not achieve their true potential.  By allowing our students to pass with a D, we are letting them know that below average work is acceptable. I would like in this class to eliminate the D letter grade.  No student would receive a D on their work, but instead be expected to redo their work as many times as necessary during a grading period in order to truly show their learning and understanding.  

With your permission, as well as my students, we will work together to define what A, B, and C quality work looks like, eliminate poor quality assignments, and raise the expectations both academically and personally for one another.  
What I found most encouraging last year through this action was students’ feelings about themselves as writers, readers, and learners changed dramatically for the better. The students wanted more from themselves and from the class because they knew that failure was not an option.  Please help me continue this effort of changing our expectations of students and helping them see the potential for greatness that lies within each one.

If you have questions later, you may contact me at my email: asmith@lps.k12.co.us. .

Thanks, Anne K. Smith

Arapahoe High School Language Arts Teacher

____________________________________________________________________________
I give my permission for my student to participate in the No D class.

___________________________________________________ Date ____________________(Parent)

I give my permission for me to participate in the NO D class.

___________________________________________________ Date ____________________(Student)



