Using your notes over Acts 1-3 and thinking about Acts 4-5 as Mrs. Davis read them aloud, answer the following questions in complete sentences. Be thoughtful and thorough as this is a test grade.

CLICK SAVE AS…then title it: YOUR NAME Witness test
Style and Theme

1. Why do you think the author chose to tell the story in many different voices? How would your experience of this story be different if it were only told from the point of view of Leanora? of Esther? of Johnny? of Sara Chickering? Of Merlin? EXPLAIN THE FIRST QUESTION THEN CHOOSE 1 CHARACTER AND EXPLAIN HOW THE STORY WOULD HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT IF TOLD FROM HIS/HER PERSPECTIVE. 

2. Esther has a way of speaking that Leanora calls "funny talking." How do these speech patterns affect your perception of Esther AND why do you think Hesse chose this particular style for her voice? 
3. Sara Chickering says of the Klan: "There's a kind of power they wield, a deceptive authority." What does she mean by a deceptive authority? Why does the Klan burn crosses and hide their identity behind hoods and sheets? (THERE ARE 2 QUESTIONS HERE; MAKE SURE TO ANSWER BOTH.) 

4. Archbishop Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa has said: "If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor." What do YOU THINK he means by this? 
5. Which characters in Witness attempt to remain neutral in this situation? Which of them changes his or her position of neutrality? LIST 1 CHARACTER THAT TRY TO REMAIN NEUTRAL AND 1 THAT CHANGES HIS/HER POSITION WITH A SHORT EXPLANATION OF EACH. 

6. The American Heritage Dictionary defines the word "Witness" as "One who has seen or heard something . . ." or "an affirmation of a fact, statement, or event." Esther, Leanora, Merlin are the witnesses in this story; what have they seen or heard? MAKE A LIST OF THE 3 CHARACTERS AND WHAT THEY WITNESSES. 
7. Why do you think the author chose this title for the book?


Characters and Setting

1. Consider the characters of Leanora and Esther. In what ways are they similar? In what ways are they different?

2. When does Merlin begin to change his feelings about Leanora? What causes him to begin to fear the Klan rather than be drawn to it?

3. What part do Viola and Harvey Pettibone play in the story? Why do you think we hear their two voices together, while all the other characters speak alone?

4. Discuss the differences among these characters in the way they react to the Klan: Johnny Reeves, Reynard Alexander, Harvey Pettibone, and Mr. Field. (What does the Klan represent to each of them?) MAKE A LIST OF THE CHARACTERS AND THEN EXPLAIN WHAT THE KLAN MEANT TO EACH OF THEM.  

5. What is the connection between Sara Chickering and Esther? Why is Sara so protective of Esther? In what ways have Esther — and her father — made a difference in Sara's life? What other character is changed during the story because of their connection to another person in the town?


Conflict and Resolution

1. While there are some residents of the town who respond to the Klan's hate message, there are others who find themselves exhibiting new-found courage in resisting the Klan. Which character do you feel exhibits true courage and why?

2. What lessons do we learn from Witness about ways to counteract prejudice and mistrust of people who are different from us? (THINK ABOUT How Sara overcame her prejudices against her father and husbands; how Leanora overcame her prejudice against white people; and how Merlin overcame his prejudice against black people.)
