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English Lit. Writing Assignment (300 points)
Objectives:

… to use research to support a claim

…to learn how to use APA in a paper

…to practice creating and supporting a claim with research

…to practice creative and engaging introductions and conclusions

…to incorporate your interviews as research 

In college, you will become an expert in a field of your choice. You will hone your skills the higher the course load and the further you get into your course work’s study. You will need to incorporate research into your writing as you formulate your ideas within business, chemistry, political science, nursing, etc. 

Today, you will practice doing this in a much smaller scale.

1. Decide on a claim using this statement: ___________ affects ___________ in the modern world, resulting in 

.
a. How do you fill in the blanks? Take out your article you already found and see if this will work for one of the articles required.
1) Using your “sin” from your project, figure out something that impacts it.

2) Ex. Media affects greed in the modern world, resulting in a materialistic, selfish society.

3) Ex. Parenting affects sloth in the modern world, resulting in hoarding.

4) Ex. Economics affects wrath in the modern world, resulting in high abuse rates in low-economic areas.

5) Ex. Pride (self image) affects lust in the modern world, resulting in destructive relationships.
b. How do I know what affects a modern “ill” of society? You will need to do some searching, investigating, reading. Think about what your group is interviewing for your project; is the result an addiction of gluttony? Is it abuse…what caused it? How does someone become positive about the future when they have struggled, suffered, lost? 

c. Can I have the same statement as others in my group? That is a possibility, but you still need to write your own paper, so you need to understand your topic and where you’re going with the claim.

2. Using the Subscription Sites from our library (as you will have to do, using your college’s elibrary), find an article that relates to your claim. (You may have to try several different search terms to land on an article that matches.)

a. How many articles do I need? Min. of 2 articles
b. What type of citations should I use? Because most departments in universities use APA, we will use this format.
c. How do I know how to site APA format when I’ve never used it? Use Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab site to help and as always, ask Mrs. Davis: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

d. What does an APA formatted paper look like? 
1) Go to the Classes folder(Davis(Assignments(English Literature(Sample APA paper

2) Go to the Classes folder(Davis(Assignments(English Literature(Davis Sample APA paper

e. Do I need to use both articles in my paper? Yes

f. Do I need to have a title page, an abstract, and a Reference page? Yes

1) Use the same title page shown, but not worry about adding the words Running Head to your header. Add a header that is the 1st part of your title and the page number.

2) For the abstract, you will wait to write this until AFTER you wrote your paper because this is a SUMMARY of the paper.
3. When is this due? 1st draft in the format of the Sample APA paper is due Friday and we will look at our piece in class, so make sure you have it. 
a. Will I need to work on this outside of class? If you find your articles right away, read them in class, and start Monday, you should be fine with just writing the rest on Wed in the lab again. You might have to take it home Wed. to work on it, but you will have 2 class periods in the lab.

b. How will this be graded? I am grading this in 3 parts:

1) Process (work ethic in class, having your draft on Friday, 2nd draft, final draft that will include a reflection portion discussing your own research, your findings, your understandings and even further questions, etc.)

2) Format (did you use the APA site and sample to create a paper with the same structure, in-text citations, and References page?

3) Writing 

a) Hook (creative beginning)

b) Introduction of topic (definitions, history of problem, statistics, etc.)

c) Claim (thesis)

d) Topic sentences (1st sentence of body paragraphs that introduce the topic AND is PERSUASIVE). Ex. Media greatly affects children’s perception of self, even if positively.

e) Concluding sentences (last sentence of body paragraphs that wrap up that paragraph’s point).

f) Conclusion that is a minimum of 3 sentences long, connects back to the hook and summarizes your main argument(s).
