SUMMARY/ RESPONSE Writing

· Go to Subscription Services site and click on the American Decades book on the right side. Then search: Ku Klux Klan. Choose the 2nd article and read the short piece about the 1920’s.

· IN YOUR OWN WORDS, write a SUMMARY paragraph about your “article”. 

· Have the 1st sentence list the “article’s” title and author (if possible) and what the main point of the piece is.

( In the article “Race Relations: The Rise and Fall of the Ku Klux Klan” in the book American Decade, the Ku Klux Klan… 
For the rest of the paragraph, summarize the main points of the piece. Use direct quotes and paraphrasing with a minimum of 3 in-text citations (RULE OF 3) in the paragraph. End the paragraph with a concluding sentence. 
The quotes or paraphrasing should be in this structure:

Summary


In the article “Race Relations: The Rise and Fall of the Ku Klux Klan” in the book American Decade, the 1920’s showed a strong segregation of whites and blacks. Feelings of hatred and prejudice were widely held in the United States during this time; “White supremacists of the 1890s had described African Americans as belonging to a diseased, degenerate race not likely to survive more than a generation” (“Race Relations…” 1). The whites particularly in the south wanted the black race to disappear leaving only the white population to remain. But despite the fact that lynchings were a terrible outcome of hatred, blacks grew in number; “the black population of the United States increased steadily in the 1920s” (1). Black Americans held together strongly and fought to keep their families and loved ones safe. Finally, Oklahoma’s Governor, J.C. Walton enforced strict laws against hate crimes of the Klan (1). Despite the fact that blacks were often hated and victims of violence, small victories for the rights and protection of black Americans began to emerge during the 1920’s.
(The next paragraph is called the Response. This is your chance to respond personally, to make connections, to ask questions, to make judgments on what you read. See my next example:

Response


Despite the small wins for black Americans in the 1920’s, literature, photos, etc. show a violent decade. I wonder why this article from American Decade barely touches on this fact. Most articles I’ve read talks about the 1920’s as one of the most violent decades against blacks and a time when the Klan had a rise in their membership. The editors of this book seem to want to gloss over the horror of this time and make it sound less terrifying. Why? Do they have empathy for the Ku Klux Klan? In trying to be subjective writers, do they forget that truth is somewhat hard to hear, but certainly necessary to tell? I was surprised by this piece’s lack of information, but was glad to learn about Oklahoma Governor’s leadership against the Klan. However, readers do not hear much more about the movement against the Klan other than rules were enforced. The Klan made movements at night, fully covered, and secretly; would the police look the other way? What about the corruption that happened as many of the Klan members were government officials, police officers, doctors, teachers, etc. Overall this article was bland, frustrating and lacking for real information about the Ku Klux Klan.
The next page shows how it would look all together:
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Summary


In the article “Race Relations: The Rise and Fall of the Ku Klux Klan” in the book American Decade, the 1920’s showed a strong segregation of whites and blacks. Feelings of hatred and prejudice were widely held in the United States during this time; “White supremacists of the 1890s had described African Americans as belonging to a diseased, degenerate race not likely to survive more than a generation” (“Race Relations…” 1). The whites particularly in the south wanted the black race to disappear leaving only the white population to remain. But despite the fact that lynchings were a terrible outcome of hatred, blacks grew in number; “the black population of the United States increased steadily in the 1920s” (1). Black Americans held together strongly and fought to keep their families and loved ones safe. Finally, Oklahoma’s Governor, J.C. Walton enforced strict laws against hate crimes of the Klan (1). Despite the fact that blacks were often hated and victims of violence, small victories for the rights and protection of black Americans began to emerge during the 1920’s.

Response


Despite the small wins for black Americans in the 1920’s, literature, photos, etc. show a violent decade. I wonder why this article from American Decade barely touches on this fact. Most articles I’ve read talks about the 1920’s as one of the most violent decades against blacks and a time when the Klan had a rise in their membership. The editors of this book seem to want to gloss over the horror of this time and make it sound less terrifying. Why? Do they have empathy for the Ku Klux Klan? In trying to be subjective writers, do they forget that truth is somewhat hard to hear, but certainly necessary to tell? I was surprised by this piece’s lack of information, but was glad to learn about Oklahoma Governor’s leadership against the Klan. However, readers do not hear much more about the movement against the Klan other than rules were enforced. The Klan made movements at night, fully covered, and secretly; would the police look the other way? What about the corruption that happened as many of the Klan members were government officials, police officers, doctors, teachers, etc. Overall this article was bland, frustrating and lacking for real information about the Ku Klux Klan.
